
An Awesome Speaker. I first got to know Sandhya when, as Vice Moderator of Disciples
LGBTQ+ Alliance (then GLAD Alliance), we contracted Sandhya to be our banquet
speaker at the 2015 Christian Church (Disciples of Christ ) General Assembly in Columbus,
Ohio. A longtime friend and supporter of the Alliance, she knew our history well and was
able to weave that history along with what was on her heart into a powerful evening that
made us laugh, cry, and look at what God was calling us to do in the wider world around
us.
A Bearer of The Mirror. During my time as Moderator of the Alliance (2015-18), we were
affecting a great deal of change in an organization that was founded primarily by white
LGBTQ+ people in the 1980s…and we struggled greatly with bringing BIPOC queer voices
into both the membership and the leadership of the Alliance. I could always count on
Sandhya to listen deeply and intently to the struggles, and then hold the mirror up
(sometimes gently, and sometimes forcefully) to provide me the necessary feedback to
move forward. 
A Creator of New Things. In 2019, the Upper Midwest Region of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), which encompasses Minnesota, North and South Dakota, and Iowa,
made the bold decision to dedicate its entire 2020 Ministers Institute as an anti-racism
experience. As co-chair of the MI Planning team, I asked Sandhya (in partnership with
Rev. April Johnson, our Disciples Minister of Reconciliation), to create a 2.5 day event that
would push people out of their comfort zones and to face head-on a variety of topics that
would move people beyond “Anti-Racism 101” and effect real change in hearts, minds,
and actions of over 100 ministers and regional staff. Working with a team of presenters
(from within and without Disciples, representing a variety of BIPOC voices), Sandya and
April created an amazing, thought-provoking, heart-challenging event that moved
people way beyond where many of them were when they arrived. It also became the
impetus for the reformation of the region’s Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation team, a group
of laity and clergy that continue to this day to provide education and action around a
variety of issues. 

There are many things that come to mind when I think of Sandhya Jha:

Here’s the thing. Sandhya is the real deal. If you’re looking for someone who’s going to give
you platitudes and pat you on the back, I’m going to be blunt and tell you to move on and
contract with someone else. If you’re looking for someone who is going to be authentic,
listen deeply and then have the hard, the really hard conversations with you and your
organization about where you need to be, then Sandhya is exactly whom you need to work
with because you’re going to be at a much different place at the end of your time with her.
And to be honest, that’s how it should be, don’t you think?
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